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252 BOOK REVIEWS. 

Conflict of Laws; or, Private International Law. By 
Raleigh C. Minor, M. A., B. L., Professor of Law in the Uni- 
versity of Virginia. Boston : Little, Brown & Co. 1901. 

A treatise on the Conflict of Laws necessarily presents a transverse 
view— a cross-action, so to speak — of a great many departments of 
the law. It treats of Domestic Relations, Personal Property, Contracts, 
Crimes and Practice, and must always, therefore, be somewhat dis- 
jointed and valuable more as a reference- than as a text-book. 

The author, in the present instance, has sought as far as possible 
to avoid the disadvantages thus entailed by his subject by departing 
from the arrangement pursued by Story, Dicey and Wharton, and 
pursuing what he considers to be a logical, fundamental and con- 
sistent theory of the conflict of laws. He thinks that private inter- 
national law might more properly be called the law of situs. " If," 
he says, " from the tangled skein of decisions upon this subject it can 
be said that a single certain conclusion may be drawn, after a care- 
ful and laborious analysis of the cases I should select as that conclu- 
sion the fact that the great foundation and basic principle of private 
international law is Situs. Find the situs of the particular act, cir- 
cumstance or subject under inquiry, and you will know the law which 
should properly regulate its validity and effect. This proposition, it 
is true, is subject to exceptions, but the exceptions are quite clearly 
defined and may in general be applied without great difficulty." 

Acting on this theory the author treats his subject under the 
following eight heads : (1) Introductory ; (2) Situs of the Person ; 
(3) Situs of Status ; (4) Situs of Personal Property ; (5) Situs of 
Contracts ; (6) Situs of Torts and Crimes ; (7) Situs of Remedies ; 
(8) Pleading and Proof of Foreign Laws. 

The result is that the book conveys to the reader a series of intel- 
ligible general principles, under which all the cited cases, with but 
comparatively few exceptions, may be grouped. If there is any- 
unfavorable criticism to be noted at all, it is that the style is pecu- 
liarly Latinized, technical and condensed, so that the book forms 
somewhat " heavy " reading. There are no extended discussions of 
the theory of the law which require comment ; the author's original- 
ity lies rather in his arrangement of the entire subject than in his 
treatment of any particular phase thereof. H. S. 



